92.    THE FIRST COLONIAL-BORN INDIAN BARRISTER*

We extend a hearty welcome to Mr. Bernard Gabriel, who has just
returned a full-fledged barrister from England. Under ordinary circum-
stances3 it would be no cause, to specially notice a lad becoming a barris-
ter,, but the event in which we are now interested is very significant.
Mr. Gabriel comes of Indian parents who are among the earliest settlers in
the Colony and who are drawn from the indentured class. It reflects the
highest credit on them that they and their elder sons sacrificed almost all
they had in order to give their youngest son a sound education. It speaks
well for their public spirit and parental love. They have raised the poor
Indians, who for their livelihood have to serve under indenture, in the
estimation of all right-thinking men. Mr. Bernard Gabriel has also shown
that, under the circumstances, the children of poor Indians are capable
of attaining to a high degree of proficiency, and we think that the Colo-
nists, too, ought to take pride in the event. There is another aspect.
Whilst, as an Indian, Mr. Bernard Gabriel has every right to congratulate
himself on being a barrister in legal education, he has to recognise the
fact that his career is only commencing. He has to consider himself as
trustee for his fellow young men in the same walk of life, and it is his
example which, if well set, will induce other parents to send their children
to England to finish their education. He has adopted an honourable
profession, but if it be used as a means for amassing wealth, there may
be failure staring him in the face. If his attainments are placed at the
service of the community, they will grow more and more. We hope,
therefore, that Mr. Gabriel has brought with him a real knowledge of
the traditions of his profession, and that in all he does he will be prudent,
calm, humble and patriotic.

Indian Opinion, 23-9-1905

93.   PERMIT REGULATIONS IN THE TRANSVAAL

STRONG REPRESENTATION BY BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Recently the Permit Office has introduced a regulation to the effect
that persons seeking permits can get them only on furnishing the names
of two Europeans for reference. This is outrageous. The Association has
made a strong representation against it. It has been stated therein that

address couched in similar terms was presented to Bernard Gabriel on September
19 at a meeting of Durban Indians in the Congress Hall (Indian Opinion, 23-9*1905). Though
Gandhiji docs not appear to have been present and is not among the signatories, it is not
unlikely that he had a hand in drafting the address, which contains the following sentence :
*'We have no doubt but that the interest and betterment of your countrymen, and the
advocacy of their cause in South Africa will have your warm support, and that your in-
fluence for their well-being will ever be used on their behalf.**